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1936 - Urs.W.H.Legg,with Florence Britton as assistant - 'The Supper Club'.
Apri] 1937 - Mrs. ,7.Phillips,with Gertrude Evert as assistant - 'Cottons May
Be .Smart'.

September I937 . lMrs.Robert Abell with Gertrude Evert as essistant - *'Vegetables'
April 1938 - Gertrude Evert,with Ruby Taylor as assiatant - 'Bedroom Access-
ories',

October 1938 - lrs.W.H.legg with Marie legg,ss assistant - 'Clothes Closets
Up to Date',

Spring 1939 - Mrs.C.Hoover,with lMrs.Ches Cline as assistant -~ 'Sleeping
Garments',

Fall 1939 - Mrs.Charles Cline with lMrs.J.Howse as assistant - 'Being Well
Dressed and Groomed ',

Spring I940 - Mrs,Charles Cline,with lirs.J.Howse assistant -'The Club Girl
Intertains’,

Fall 1940 - ldrs.Bruce Brown with lirs.Ralph Stover as assistant’'- *The Club: *
Girl Stands on Guard',

Spring I94I - lrs.Bruce Brown with Mrs.R.Stover,assistant - 'The Kilky Wey'.
Fall I94I -~ lrs.Wesley Phillips with lMarjorie Stover,assistent - 'Bedroom
4ducessories’,

Fall 1942 - lirs.W.H.legg - 'The Cereal Shelf',

1946 - Mrs.Wilfred Herbert,with Mrs.Henry Legg,assistant - *Sleeping Garments',
1947 - lrs.Roy lleGregor withlirs.Walter Matthews,essistant - 'Cottons May

be Smart'.

Some of these clubs won high honours in judging at C.N.E.Toronto,Simece,
london end at Achievement Days,

The girls who obtained County honours,which means that they completed |
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six pro jects,ere :- larie Legg, Marjorie Stover, Shirley Ashford,
Hazel 1earn, Beatrice Jenkins,

Delegates sent to the Junior Girls Conference at Guelph were -

I93I Shirley Bray, 1932 Hazel Garton, I935 Hazel Simpson,

1937 Gertrude Evert, Marie Legg. 1938 Ruby Taylor,liarjorie Legg,

1939 Marjorie Stover,Evelyn Legg. 1940 Hamel Learn,Mergeret Hide.

It is interesting to note that many of .the topics.considered vital

in the early records,still have an important place in women's sctive
ities,today. .

It is recorded :- In I9I4,Aleta Dence gave an interesting paper on '
*Go-operstion of the Child's Home end School Life',In I9I6,Rev Snowden
spoke on 'The Velues of Books,Flowers,and isic in the Home'.In 1917,
Mrs.Jemes Drake gsve an interesting peper on'Child Culture end Preperde
ness'.July 5th,I9I7 Mrs.James loore(Sr),on'Socislility of Yesterdsy and
Today'.0ct.3,1929 ~ Mrs.irthur loore - 'Personal Influence and Responsib-
ility in the Home'. Jan.3,1930 - lliss Alte Holmes - 'Is Living a Life,
More Than Meking a Living ?°*

Others topics included 'Culture’ by Mrs,.(Dr.)Cline,Belmont,'Women's
Influence in the Empire' - Mrs.(Dr)Riddell,Richmond. 'Primitive Indiens
of the Southern Counties of Ontario' - lrs.Denzil Finch, 'Peace Educate
ion end Intemtiolﬁﬁelat.ions' - lrs.E.L.Sweet, ‘'History of Elgin' -
Urs.John Evert, 'Legislstion,as It Affects Country Women' - lrs.E.
Mossey,'Processing Carmstion Milk' - lir.P.Harrington,Aylmer, 'Besutificat-
ion of the Home,As A Hobby' - lMrs.lorley Jackson,St.George and many more

worth while topics,listed on the programs,throughout the pears.
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It is also interesting to note the varied topics of speakers,thet come

to us from the Departpent,ususlly at the June picnic meeting,in the early
years:- In I9I4 - 'The Cause and Prevention of Desesse' - lliss lbody,Toronto.
I9I5 - 'The Women of Today' - Miss Preston,Napanee,

I916 - 'Such Stuff es Homes Are lMade of' - lliss Ethel Chapman,

I917 - 'Usefulness'e Dr.lic Ewen,london,

Dr.inna Beekus - on The Framchise'; Miss Susie Campbell on 'How We Might
Improve Our Schools®,

I9I8 - 'Women's Opportunities in Wartime' - lirs.George crain,mmville.
I9I9 - 'Laws in Relation to Women and Children' - liss lic.Tavish,

1920 - 'Women's Institute and Its Fossibilities' - lrs.Low,Toronto.

1921 - 'New Clothing und 0ld'- liss Preston,Napsnee.Patterns were distrib-
uted to the n;lmbers.

192é - 'Rural Problems =nd How to lieet Them' - iliss lic.Dénnough.

1923 - 'Institute Work,Today =nd Tomorrow' - Kate Alken,

1924 - 'Branch Responsibilities' - irs.T.W.leek,

1927 - 'The Four Cardinsl Virtues' - Dr.Anns Basckugiylmer and Pt.Rowan,
(Prudence,Justice,Temperence and Fortitude) She also gave another talk on
fgfgd%'.which dealt with healtt.h end hygeine,

1928 - 'A House and a ﬁome' - liiss Applebe.

1929 - *Our Girls pos Boys - How ? Where ? Why ? '- irs.Josn Hamilton
She:mi',n.a.,at a Jjoint meeﬁing with Lyons branch,

1930 - I"I."he Health of the iind' - Dr.Annie Ross,at a joint meeting with
Lyons,in the Di.soiple church, Jlapleton,

I931 - 'llaking the Bestl of What We Have' - lirs.Stone,at a joint meeting with

the north Yermouth branch.



This *speaker service' to brenches wes discontinued in I926 and for e time,
was a feasture of the winter picnic for 211 Institutes of East and west Elgin,
The first one was held in Alme College,St.Thomas,each branch essuming its
share of the resgonsibiliiy.ln I932,this popular function outgrew the accomead.
stion,so plans ﬁere made to divide and hold one picnic for East Elgin =nd one
for West Elgin.

In I934,the first Eest Elgin winter picnic was held in the Aylmer Beptist church
«This popular evemt'h-as been continued through the ;vears in the month of Feb-
rusry,either at the Baptist church or st St.Psul’s United Church; with the
1950 and 51 picnies held in the Recreation Hell,Aylmer,

Kingsmill-Mspleton Branch @ntertsined the District annual in I916,I925 end
in I937,in the Church othhrist.Mapleton..l number of members have served as
district officers :-As president - lirs.Denzel Finch, iirs.David White, Mrs.
John Bray, MNrs.John Evert, Mrs.W.H.Legge

As a vice president - Mrs.Charles Cline,

4s district secretary - lyrtle Paddon, Iirs.Carlton Dence, Iirs.Wilfred
Faulds.

liembership cards were used et first.Then 'yearly programs'.On the I923-24
program,directly under the motto - "For Home and Country' was printed 'In
love of home,the love of country has its risn'.mlhls proved all too trne'.when
in October 1939,Cenada entered the war against Germsny snd an all out war
program was undertaken by the Women's Institute,

Kingsmill-lapleton Breanch sgsin rose to the occasion snd never lsgged through
six long,trying years of war.Sewing,kmitting,sending food and comforts to

the boys,msking jam for Britein and reising funds for war purposes.

Alweys on the alert for new ways to rsise funds,the Crossley-Hunter Group



entered the 'Shoulder to the 7heel' club contest,conducted by the Canadien
6ountrynan lagazine,which gave § 10,00 encoursgement award to the group,send-
ing in the best report,each momth,The September 1942 report was entered and
whet @ thrill was experienced by the members of the group,upon receiving the

encoursgement ewerd for the very first entry.This report is just e sample of

the work accomplished esch month by esch of the two groups.

A Branch of the Red Cross was set up in Aylmer and from there,supplies
were distributed.iirs.Lloyd Laidlew was appointed representative from the

Kingsmill-Mepleton Branch end in 1940,was appointed to the Red Cross Ex-

ecutive,



In February,I94I,the work beceme so heevy,that iirs.Laidlew asked for en esssist-
ent.lirs.Ross Evert was appointed to act as Representative for the Crossley-
Hunter group,lesving lMrs.lLaidlaw to serve the Kingsmill group.In I945,lrs.Roy
Mc.Gregor took over from lirs.Evert end continued until the end of the war.
Through the untiring efforts of the women of our district and of the Red Cross
representatives,a splendid volume of finished work was returned to the Red Cross
rooms.

Jam and mermalade was made at the time,in home kitchens,using vecuum topped cans,
supplied from the Depertment.On April Ist,I946,when the war work was considered
finished ,Kingsmill-llapleton had to their credit,in the war effort :-

331 lerge quilts, 64 erib quilts, I,3I4 articles of sewing,

1,237 articles of knitting, 520 pounds of Jjam,marmalade and Jelly and

1,000 pounds of honey.

In recognition of this splendid eontribution to the war effort,the Red Cross
mesented each worker with & sterling silver pin,suitebly engraved,to wear as

e souvenir,

In 1939,Miss Mary 4.Clarke wes sppointed Superintendent of Ontario Women's Inst.
itutes end admirsbly guided them through the criticel war yesrs,alweys keeping
before the mmbers,thelhlgh ideels snd standards of the orgenization.In June,
1940,8 motion wes made to have the daily prayer printed on the programs,This was

indeed & strengthening power,during the crucial time,
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DAILY  FPRAYER
csssse
. 0 God,the Father of us ell,
Who hast made of one blood,all the nations of men,
lercifully receive the prayers that we offer
For our anxious and troubled world,
Send Thy light into our darimess,and guide
A ot ook, Sk Multiae A0 e
of peace.
Take sway all prejudices,hatred and fear.
Give grace to all who serve and suffer,because
6f war, .
Strengthen in us,dsy by day,the will to understand
one anotherand forgive us,our trespasses,
#s we forgive them that trespass
Against us,
To those,who by their councels,lead the people
0f the earth,grant a right judgment
That so through them and us,Thy will be done
Through Jesus Christ,our lord,

Amen,

In I94I,a motion wes made that the'presentation of the flag'be a festure of
each Institute meeting,both in war and pesce time.A suiteble fled was purchased
for this purpose.This was presented at the December meeting for the firdt time

by Mrs.James Drake,following the singing of the National anthem,
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In I929,the group system was worked out.Four groups were formed - Kingsmill,

- idapleton,Crossley-Hunter and Glen.,Fifty per cent of the earnings from esch

‘group to be spent in the commnity.This proved a great success and met the
needs of the oommnify sociability in a splendid manner,

In I930 the need was felt for an Institute Branch in North Yermouth and the

' members from that srea,withirew to form the North Yermouth Branch,with lMrs.

FKeil Curtis,its first president.Then the groups were changed to 'Kingsmill®
and 'Crossley-Hunter' groups. and have 'contimed in that way,through the years,
-l_?olding chairs,dishes end silver were purchased for oach. group,supplying a
long felt meed .1'01- Institute meetings and other social gathoﬂngl in the two
commnities,

Especially during the war years(I939 - 46)did the groups serve in a credit-
able way,not only for the splendid volume of Red Cross work but alsoc in rem-
embering the boys who had left the security of home &nd family,to serve in
the armed forces.The Gmsalsy-i&iuntsr group reports show that farewell parties
were held in the school house for each boy,leaving for overseas and a2 fare-
well gift presented,.They sent boxes of food etc.at Christmas end Easter time.
The names of the boys from thé commnity serving overseas ‘;vere:-

Ross Abell, Fred Booker, Keith Drake, Stuart lbore, Donald Finch,
Clarence Leslie, Bob Eggleton, end in Cansda:- John Sweet, Elmer Legg,
Donald Matthews,Harvey Willsey, Franklin Bray.

Boxes were elso sent to boys who had at some time been connected with the
commmity.These were :-~ Leslie Lake, Bob Buchanan, Alfred Johnson,
llichael Johnson, D.R.Philp, George Raynor, Cyril Reaynor, Don Overbaugh,
Leslie Davies, and H.J.lorsley.

At the close of the war,as the hdya returned home to our commnity,a welcome



reception was given in the Crossley-Hunter school and a gift of a lesther
wallet ,containing the sum of $30.65 Ipresented to each,This was done b;; a
special canvas of the community.The boys feceiving this gift were:-

Ross Abell, Fred Booker, Xeith Drake, Stuart lbore,

Bob Eggleton had sli:pped eway without a farewell gift,so a wallet end

$ 30.65 was reserved and later sent,when he arrived back,locating in Toronto.
The group wishing to honour Donsld Finch,who made the supreme sacrifice

and is buried at Harrogate ,!orkshire,Englend.,had a cement flower vase

placed on his grave,This was accomplished thmﬁgh a kind end interested Eng-
lish lady - lMrs.Huggins,The inscription on the vase,resds - 'Donald ,from
the Crossley-Hunter Group of K.lW.I.*

In December I95I,the Crossley-Hunter group had 2 canvas made of ‘the commnity
that each family might contribute to a.Ghristmas gift of money for Harold
Hide,serving as a missionary in Africa.With this gift,went our best wishes
for strength and courage to carry on the work.

The Kingsmill Group also had a ferewell Get together for m:st of the boys,
joining the services and gave them a gift before they went away.They sent
‘boxes of food etc.at Ohristmés end Baster time,.The namet‘a of those enlisting
from the commnity,receiving boxes from the group were:- Ansel lMartindale,
Douglas Durdle,John Fotts,Leon William,ﬂv Ball,Russell Britton,ﬁrohie
Hughson,Ross lleville,Charles Clesver,Barrie 6leaver,Francis dline,Earl
Littleproud,Glen Sweetman,ﬂrcl:'lie Sinclair,J.W.Fisher,William Johnston,
Archie Fisher,Donald Fineh,Donald Foster and Helen Wodham,

The Institute also sent bozes to boya,ﬁho were friends or relatives; of
Kingsmill people or husbands of some of the Kingsmill girlsywho were not
receiving boxes from any other orgasnization.The names of the boys who rec-

eived these good will boxes,were:-Ray Mimor;Ray Scott,Clifford Scott,
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Charles West ,R.R.Minor,7illiam Hunter,leslie Davies and Ray Buck.

FNot only did the Kingsmill group send boxes to the boys in the services,
they also sent flowers or cards of sygpathy to the bereaved.After the
boys came home,the people of the neighbourhood felt they would like to
show their gratitude snd sppreciation and decided to make them a gift.

A canvas of the cemmnity was mede and § 371,91 was collected to pay for
gifts.A reception was held,spomseded by the Kingsmill group at the Kings-
mill Hall on February 2nd,I945.4 large number attended to homour the boys.
4 program end lunch was provided and each of eleven boys were presented
with a pair of wool blankets,a gold signet ring and a package of cigarettes
The eleven boys were :- Glen Sweetman, Bill Johmston, Ansel martindale,
Donald Foster, Dougles Durdle, John Fotts, Earl Littleproud, Archis
Sincleir, Rey Scott, Bussell Britton, Ross Neville, Francis Cline,

The latter reweived his gift later,when he returned from oversesas,

The neighbourhood thought they had shown their appreciation for the hard.
ships endured by the Boys but they felt they had not shown their sorrow or
appresiation for the boys,who had made the supreme secrifice,so after
years of thought,it wes decided by the Kingsmill group to domate a wheel
chair honouring the memery of five young men who gave theirlife in Werld
War II,

On February I4th,I95I,in a special ceremomy,the Kingsmill group presented
a2 modern wheel chair to Memorial Hospital ,3t,Thomas at the home of lMrs.
Iven Warrea,Sprimgfield R.R.4#2.More than fifty women were gathered to wit-
ness the service of dedication and presentation,in cénjunction with a

Valentine tea,Taking part in the ceremony were :- Rev,William Fermer,
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Mrs.John Donald,president of the group and Mrs.Kenneth Mo.Neil,who gave the
preqontation address,

Representing the Hospital Trust,was the president,Nyal Cook,St.Thomas,with
the Hospital represented by its director eof Nursing,Miss Isobel Stewart.

The ﬂyo young men,who died on active service and in whose name,the chair was
presented were :-~ Donald Finch,and J.Barry cl;ner,nanhers of the Royal Can-
adian Air Force; Glen Durdle,Archie T Fisher and Leon Williams members.of the
Canedian Army. Affixed to the chair is a bréonge plague,bearing the names of
the five men snd the name of the group through which it has been donated,
Following is the address,read by lrs.Kenneth Mc.Neil and later presented to
the,Hospital Trust: =

The Kingsmill Group,of the Kingsmill-Mapleton Institute have been much con-

“rrcérmed as to how best to hemour the men of this distrioct ,who geve their

lives in the cause eof freedom.After much thought it was decided that a piece
of equipment,that could be used,first in the present Memorisl Hospital,and then
transferred to the new Hospital,would not only keep their names in honoured
remembrance ,but be of service,as it is used in the sacred calling of minister-
ing to the sick.On behalf of the Kingsmill @roup,we take pleasure in present-
ing to the Hospital Trust,this wheel chair,in memory of our honoured deed.
Their work is dome,They gave their all in service.It is our sincere wish that
this chair may teo,be of service in the grest work that is being done by the
Hospital® The address was signed by the president,Mrs.Johm Donald and the sec-

retary,Mrs.lorne H.Orris.

COBPOIGROIDORNERIERRReEY



1 {E HANDS OF nns.:onuno' -pamozmexmmmuundmw
" Mapleton Women's Institute, Nyal Cook, president of the St. Thomas Memorial Hospital Trust,
"receives the bronze plate to be placed on the modern invalid wheeladohalr the gift of the Kingsmill
group to the hont In the picture (left to right): Mr. Cook; Mrs. Ivan Warren, -hostess for the
- Donald; Miss Isabell Stewart, director of nursing at the hapital.b, >




By




	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031

